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<@/\ﬂ) already developing sustainable

solutions that can be adapted

LONG-LASTING RESULTS and scaled across the sector.

Making sustainability more than a
trend requires adaptable, scalable
solutions tailored to different

needs, budgets, and capacities. SHARING IS KEY

Cross-sector exchange is an

opportunity: different sizes of

museums and galleries offer Quebec
unique approaches that can 101
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—— SMALL & POWERFUL
S u s a I n a I I New The vast majority of museums in
| Brunswick Canada are small. Their unique

95 _ approaches and local importance
are vital for advancing British

conversations on sustainability. Columbia
342

0®e REACHING PUBLICS Manitoba

'.‘ As trusted sources of information, 156
museums have the potential to
share information and awareness

Centre for of environmental issues and Alberta

Sustainable Curating sustainability. ?:;la Scotia o
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www.sustainablecurating.ca
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SHARING BEST PRACTICES
Canadian museums face significant challenges a n a I a n
such as temperature fluctuations and unpredictable

ther. Shari i tai I luti
LARGE MUSEUM, LARGE IMPACT weather. Sharing resources for sustainable solutions

is a vital first step toward long-term sustainability.
160 museums—those with operating
budgets >$1 Million—are responsible for I I l u S e u I I l s h ave
64% of collective annual CO, emissions.
| consequential

- LARGE - .0 o , Buildings & Facilities
160 museums produce ,. 1 energy, lighting, & u u
B - e climate impacts
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Climate Control

Zarlianc_i(rj\g[tempetra’fu:e We Can set an example for
maximum sustainability &
. - minimal environmental harm.

Waste

exhibition, cafe, shop,
storage, & shipping

) EDUCATE ) SELF-EVALUATE
F S — S Museums are powerful storytellers, Museums must self-reflect and
YT laying a key role in environmental be transparent regarding resource
" MEDIUM g playing a key me pe garding .
. . [ELT ; education. The form of exhibitions consumption. Such efforts publicly
577 museums produce | 2,109 NG can better align with content demonstrate how environmental
143,044 tCO,/yr . produce Audience through adopting sustainable, responsibility and social justice
SEEEEE SEEEIEE : 11,747 . . waste-reducing practices. (i.e., equity) are critically linked.
tCO / public transit,
a'l carpooling, bike racks,
charging stations ) ENGAGE
Museums can offer nuance to
oy climate and environmental crisis
l‘_ dialogue, steering away from
\ N despair and empty optimism.

ESTIMATED CARBON FOOTPRINTS WERE CALCULATED BY USING THE GALLERY CLIMATE Water Usage Through deep’ meanlnngI
COALITION CARBON CALCULATOR, AVERAGING AND CROSS-CHECKING VALUES, AND engagement we can Support
MULTIPLYING CARBON PRODUCED PER MUSEUM SIZE BY THE NUMBER OF THAT SIZED MUSEUM reduction, evaluation, ! Centre for

grey water use conversations that inspire action. Sustainable Curating

www.sustainablecurating.ca



Museum
professionals

in Canada are
asking the right

questions.

RESOURCES ABOUND

Check out the Center for
Sustainable Curating’s resources.
Our toolkits can help guide your
institution on the path to a more
sustainable future.

Centre for
Sustainable Curating
www.sustainablecurating.ca

INFORMATION HUBS

Museums share challenges and

opportunities, and can exchange
information about environmental

& sustainability issues.

We are challenging
norms in professional

practice by

» seeking new
ways forward

rethinking
status quo
models

\/
promoting sustainable

efforts & operations

THIS INFORMATION WAS COLLECTED THROUGH
A SURVEY CIRCULATED IN 2023 IN FRENCH AND
ENGLISH TO 1,195 CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS IN
CANADA, WITH A 10% RESPONSE RATE.



ASSESS and gather
information on current
institutional practices.

EXPERIMENT with new
approaches and remain
open to small changes.

REFLECT on environmental
impact to identify areas for
improvement.

SHARE new practices and
challenges and contribute
to sectoral discourse.

All 2,846
museums can
take next steps.

No matter what

size, Canadian
museums can

make a difference.

. . PROJECT LEADS: KIRSTY ROBERTSON AND SARAH E.K. SMITH; RESEARCH ASSISTANTS: BLESSY AUGUSTINE, IRABOTY KAZI,
M KATIE LAWSON, TIMOTHY PEARSON; DESIGN: SKYE MORET; FUNDING: THIS PROJECT WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES FUND AT WESTERN UNIVERSITY, CANADA AND SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES COUNCIL OF CANADA.

ENGAGE with community,
invite them to learn, and be
transparent with audiences.

INSPIRE with leadership that
catalyzes sustainability across
the sector and beyond.

152,495 tonnes
CO, per year

from Canadian
museums of &
all sizes





